Copier and Build
MEDLOG has two utility programs which can be used to combine data, repair data errors or eliminate data.  Copier is used to copy all patients or a single group to make a new databank.  Build can combine two databanks.

Copier is used to repair errors in a databank known as “linkage errors”.   These errors usually show up when the Create program is run or when using the Form or Entry programs.  Linkage errors may result from hardware failures, network problems, power outages and the like.  Copier takes the current databank and copies all or part of it (a group) into a new databank.  The new databank becomes the functional databank.  Windows Explorer can be used to rename the databank folders so that the original databank letters can be retained.

Copier can also be used to copy a databank for a simple backup.  Copier does not change the contents of the files for text variables or the files used for table variables.  Copier also copies all the databank components such as groups, extract files, forms, etc.  It is very easy to use.

Build was originally designed to combine two databanks.  It has features to specify how two databanks should be combined when there are common MRNO’s and common encounter dates.  In other words, you can specify which databank has priority when there is conflicting information.  Because of the many options Build is more complex than Copier.

Recently, the functionality of Build has been increased.  It can now “copy” a single databank and perform cleanup functions which Copier cannot do.

There are two items when may need cleaning up:  text files and tables.

When a text entry is made for a variable, it is recorded in a file.  If it is later changed, a new entry is made in the file.  If the text file is examined (using the drop down list during data entry, or using Text Utility), both the original and the revised entries will be seen in the list.  For example, if a city name were entered as Seatle and later corrected to Seattle, both versions of Seattle would be in the text file.  This may be confusing.  Build has an option to “eliminate unreferenced text values”.  If this option were used, Seatle would be eliminated since no patient is currently assigned that value.  The same applies to table variables, and Build has a similar option for table entry elimination.

To run the Build program in “cleanup” mode, set the second databank name to “none”.  Specify a new databank name for the output, and select the appropriate options.  It is quite easy to use in this mode.  

Build only works with the dictionary and data entry files.  It does not copy the groups, forms and other parts as Copier does.  These may be copied with Windows Explorer.  Alternatively, the folders for Defines and Entry can be copied back to the original databank, again using Windows.  Since you could make some sort of mistake, such as copying or deleting the wrong folder, it is recommended that a backup copy of you databank be made before running your Build cleanup.

If you have other questions, please call for advice: 775.832.4442.

