New options added  (January,  2003).

The !OPTIONS line which may be the first line of a form, has been used to hold the options HISTORY (form contains only time invariant variables - no encounter date is required), DUPOPT (allow the Insert key to copy data from the previous field), and AUTOENTER (don’t wait for the Tab or Enter key if a field is filled completely).

Three new options have been added:

ABORTOPT will eliminate the choice of saving any data if a form is aborted prior to completion.  This is useful if critical processing must be performed at form completion (the [end!] field).

 CHANGESOPT will change the message normally given at form completion from “Any further changes?” to “Finished with this form?”.  A positive response (yes=finished) may be more natural to some customers. 

 The GOTOENDOPT will disable the completion message if the form completes because a field uses a GOTO [!END].   This is particularly useful if the form is known to be complete.

.jpg Printing  (January,  2003).

A new printing option has been added which will allows you to save the form image in a .jpg file.  This type of file can be loaded into other programs or attached to an email message.  It was added at the request of a customer who wanted to get a machine readable copy of a completed form which could be sent via email to a tumor registry.  You may have other uses for these files.

Longer form names (January,  2003).

Form names have been limited to 8 characters.  Now forms may have names up to 40 characters long.  However, the Form program may have difficulty fitting more than 15 characters in the drop down form selection box.  Therefore, it is recommended that you limit your file names to 15 characters.

New POPUP messages (January,  2003).

The DISPLAY field specification is used to display a message at the top of the form during data entry.  This is useful for providing additional entry instructions or other helpful information.  The POPUP specification works the same way, but it causes the message to appear in a separate popup window.  Data entry cannot proceed until the message is clicked or the enter key is pressed.  This is helpful for error messages or other unusual conditions.

Linking to programs outside of MEDLOG (January,  2003).

The LINK field option will allow you to invoke another program during data entry.

For example, LINK(“dosecalc.exe”) will run the program dosecalc before proceeding with data entry.  The program must be in the MEDLOG folder or in a folder which is specified in the system “path”.  This option may, someday, be expanded to allow MEDLOG data to be “pumped” into another program.  

Edit field fonts now match form fonts (January,  2003).

When you design a form, you may use various fonts and font sizes.  The data on the form will be displayed in the font (and size) used for the beginning bracket of the field.  Until now, the actual entry “box” used only the MS Linedraw font.  Now the font used in the entry “box” will match the font used for the form design.  This looks better and prevents the entry “box” from becoming too crowded, since the MS Linedraw font required more room than most fonts. 

New table functions added to forms  (May, 2002).

Sometimes it is useful to be able to set a table variable by program control.  For example, a table variable may contain the normal ranges for different ages and genders.  Previously, the entry operator was required to set the table to the proper entry in order for the field processing to be able to use information in the table, such as high and low values for several tests.  Since such an action would not normally be on a case report form, this would require something extra on the form and could be confusing.

Now, you can use a lookup function in the fields section of a form to set the table to the correct entry.  

Here is an example with the following assumptions:

LAB is a table variable using the storage file LABTBL.

It contains a text field named RANGE which contains the various age ranges (by decade) and  prefixed with an M or F for patient gender.

It contains other fields for the lab ranges, one of which is HCT_HI, standing for the high normal value of hematocrit.

Let us assume that we know the patient in question is a 54 year old male.  We would like to find a match in the table for “M50” in the LAB table using the element RANGE.

Using a local text variable, we can form the lookup text we need: 

    $TXT = Concat(Lookup(“M”,”F”,sex), Int(Age/10)*10);

Then we can set the value for LAB with this new function:

     LAB = TBLNDT(“LABTBL”,”RANGE”,$TXT);

After that, we can get the values of other fields in the table, in the usual way:

    HCTHI = TABLE(LAB,”HCT_HI”);

From the above, you should see that the new function TBLNDT has three parameters.  First, the name of the storage file for a table.  Second, the name of an element which will be searched.  Third, the value to search for.  The return is the table index which can be assigned to a table variable using the same storage file.  (several table variables can share the same storage file).

If no match is found, the missing value is returned.

Another new function TBLNDN works just the same, except the third parameter is a numeric value.  It should be used to look up decimal elements and date elements.  

If you have questions about using these table functions, please call 775.832.4442 (M-F 8-5 Pacific time).  We would be glad to discuss this with you.  

