


Image Style Forms

Here is an example of an image style form being used for data entry.
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Image forms work just like other forms, except they have a background image which may be a picture, a diagram, or any bitmap graphic.  In the example above, the two heart diagrams are a bitmap image.  The white boxes are the data entry fields.  Any part of the image which is underneath the data entry fields is always hidden.

The first step is to get the background image ready.  The source of the image may be a scanned page, a file copied from elsewhere or a drawing you made with Paint or some other product.  It must be saved as a bitmap (.bmp).  Save your bitmap in the FORMS directory of the databank.  MEDLOG will not manipulate the image, so it is best to get the image  touched-up before you proceed to add the data entry fields on top.

Before you put your image on a form, you must create a new form with at least the lines for !FIELDS, !FORM and !END.   Then use the menu selection Format, and click on Background.  A dialog box will appear for the image selection.  If you choose a valid image, the Form Editor will then split into two windows.  One window will hold the image and will be the place where you add the data entry fields.  The other window will hold the field statements.  Note that when so separated, the lines !FIELDS and !FORM are hidden, and you should not try to add them back. 

Using the same placement techniques as with any other form, put the bracketed data entry fields on the form.  The placement may be a little tricky since the positioning is done by lines of text and not by point and click.  You may use tabs to move across the image to get to the correct positions.  To move down, add lines with the Enter key as needed.  Because placement can be critical, it is suggested that you put a period at the upper left corner of the form.  This seems to act as an anchor and helps align the image during data entry.  You can see the period in the example above.

You may use the test-syntax to look for errors, just as with any other form.  However, because two windows are involved in the Form Editor, errors may not be as easy to understand or locate.  Therefore, start with only simple or no field statements.  If there are no syntax errors proceed to add more to the fields section as required.

When you are finished putting the fields on the image and finished with the fields statements, you may save the form.  When you save the form, the two windows are combined into a single .rtf file.  The bitmap must continue to reside in the forms directory, so do not delete it.  If you examine the .rtf file in Word, you will see that the image location is specified on the !FORM  line.

It is not clear how useful image forms will prove to be.  Initially, we suggest you use them sparingly.  Use them where ordinary text does not illustrate the data entry form well.  It is quite possible, however, to scan blank case report forms and use them as image forms for all data entry.  A typical bitmap may occupy up to a megabyte of storage, but most computers have ample disk space for many bitmaps.
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